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Good morning. My name is Robert Perris and I am the district manager for Brooklyn
Community Board 2. | am here today to testify with regard to an application by BHRC Corp. for
a new license from the Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA) for an unenclosed sidewalk café

at 151 Montague Street in the Borough of Brooklyn.

On March 17, 2010, the Transportation and Public Safety Committee of Community Board 2
held a public hearing on this application, which was originally for five tables and a total of 10
chairs. After considerable review at ultimately three committee meetings, the application has
been revised to three tables and six chairs. The community board received written testimony
from the Montague Street District Management Association, Inc., in support of the application,
and the Brooklyn Heights Association (BHA), which opposes its approval.

The neighborhood association expressed concern that pedestrian traffic on Montague Street,
the main commercial street in Brooklyn Heights, is greater than can be sustained by the eight-

— foot minimum passage established by DCA. The BHA reminded the community board of a

sidewalk café license issued to the Montague Saloon, 122 Montague Street, which resulted in

numerous complaints that an unacceptable pinch-point had been created.



Community Board 2 is also uncomfortable with this application due to its history with the
applicant. Nasser Ghorchian, president and sole shareholder of BHRC Corp., was a part owner
of two restaurants in the community district that operated sidewalk cafés without licenses.

. Mr. Gorchian owned 60 percent of the stock of Caroline 311, LLC and Cafeteria, LLC, which
operated at 311 and 50 Henry Street, respectively. | personally observed tables and chairs on
the sidewalks outside these establishments at such time the owners did not have sidewalk café

licenses.

Community Board 2 voted on June 9, 2010 to recommend approval of this application. It does
so with the expectation of full compliance by the licensee and zero tolerance enforcement by
DCA. In particular, the community board will be monitoring for encroachment on the eight-foot

clearance and wait staff service from the sidewalk.

Thank for the opportunity to testify. | have provided copies of my testimony.
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June 14, 2010

Council Member Robert Jackson
751 West 183™ Street
New York, NY 10033

Re: . Vida Mexicana Inc.
223 Dyckman Street
New York, NY 10034

Sidewalk Café Agreement Letter

Dear Council Member Jackson;

SWA Architects, as an authorized representative of Vida Mexicana inc., submit this letter as
an agreement with the Chair, Council member Mark Weprin, and the encompassing
members of the Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises that we will commit to the
following:

Reduce the number of seats from 44 to 36 seats and 22 to 18 tables.
Sidewalk café will have a last seating at 10:00pm from Sunday to

. Thursday and 11:00pm on Friday and Saturday.

3. Aflush metal grating will be installed at the tree pit directly in front of the
sidewalk café.

Security personnel will be provided.

A sign will be posted saying “PLEASE RESPECT YOUR NEIGHBORS
AT ALL TIMES”. , |
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If there are any questions please call my office. Thank you.

Si by,

Shlomo Steve Wygoda, RA

Cc: Vida Mexicana Inc,
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FROM Frank Ruchala Jr., Department of City Planning Manhattan Office
DATE June 15, 2010
RE Hudson Yards Garment Center Street Wall Text Amendment

In response to community concerns about the building form of recent developments in the
portion of the Garment Center west of 8th Avenue and to ensure that future development
respects the existing neighborhood character and enhances the pedestrian experience, the
Department of City Planning has proposed to amend the zoning text of the Special Garment
Center (SGCD) and Hudson Yards (SHYD) districts to include new minimum street wall
requirements. The text amendment would also correct and clarify other requirements regarding
street walls in the two districts. The area affected by the proposed text change is generally
bounded by West 40th Street, Eighth Avenue, West 33rd Street, and Tenth Avenue.

Specifically, the amended text would: impose mandatory minimum street wall heights in
Preservation Area P-2 of the SGCD; Impose mandatory street wall requirements on narrow street
frontages in Subdistrict E of the SHYD; Impose mandatory street wall requirements on certain
narrow street frontages in Subdistrict C of the SHYD; Allow recesses for developments on 10th
Avenue in Subdistrict C of the SHYD; And clarify other aspects of the SHYD and SGCD street
wall requirements.

Community Board 4 recommended approval of the text amendment with conditions, which were

met by changes to the amendment by the City Planning Commission. The Borough President
recommended approval.
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